
Active Shooter 
Course Outline 

 
COURSE GOAL:  The purpose of this class is to provide law enforcement officers with 

operational tactics when responding to active shooter or officer down/citizen rescue 

situations.  This class also covers the initial law enforcement response to active shooter 

situations as well as a rescue task force element in which law enforcement and 

fire/paramedic personnel work together. 

 

I.   INTRODUCTION: (CLASSROOM) 

 

A. Welcoming remarks 

 1. Students will sign the roster 

 2. Housekeeping issues such as restrooms, phones, parking, location  

  for scenarios, etc. 

 3. Summary of course content to be covered  

 

B.  Purpose 

1. To re-enforce law enforcement response to an active shooter 

situation 

2. To develop a rapid intervention 

3. To understand and recognize the difference between barricade 

incidents and active shooter incidents 

4. To understand law enforcement and fire/EMS responsibilities in an 

active shooter incident 

 

II.   SAFETY POLICY: (CLASSROOM) 

 

A. Safety Policy 

1.   General firearms rules 

a. No weapons or live ammunition allowed in the training 

facility at any time 

2. Review the POST approved safety policy for this course 

 

B. Equipment needed for participation in the class 

1. Eye protection 

2. Ballistic helmet-Simunitions helmets 

3. Ballistic vest 

4. Long sleeve clothing (identifiable as law enforcement) 

5. Simunitions guns (will be provided by instructors) 

 

III.   LEGAL UPDATES: (CLASSROOM) 

 

A.       Case Law 

1.       PC 835a-Laws of Arrest 



2.       AB 1598-EMS/Fire and Law Enforcement train together 

   a. Team coordination, command & control 

3.       Graham vs. Connor-Reasonableness standard 

4.       Tennessee vs. Garner-Deadly force standard 

5.       Scott vs. Henrich- Officers need not use the least intrusive force 

 

B.    Department Policy 

1.   Lexipol-San Bernardino Police Dept. personnel 

2.   Outside agencies review your department policy      

 

IV.   REVIEW OF ACTIVE SHOOTER SITUATIONS: (CLASSROOM) 

 

A.  History of Active Shooters 

1. Videos of historical and recent events involving active shooters 

and law enforcement response tactics 

2. Roles and responsibilities of first responders, including Law 

Enforcement, Fire and EMS.  

 

B.       Patrol Response 

 1. Tactical considerations 

 2. Type of situation: Active shooter, officer/citizen rescue,   

  barricaded subject 

 3. Review of Department Use of Force Policy  

  a. Students from other agencies must refer to their   

   department’s policy for direction 

 

C.  Potential Equipment needed for Active Shooter situations 

1. Weapon system consideration pro vs. cons: Pistol, shotgun 

(buckshot and/or slugs), rifles 

2. Ballistic shields, helmets, extra ammunition carriers, mirrors, etc. 

 

D.  Things to consider when setting up an Incident Command Post 

1.  Location/placement 

2.       Unified Command 

3.       Communications 

4.       Staging areas 

 

E.   Immediate Deployment Tactics 

1.  Factors to consider 

2.  Solo or team response 

 

 

 

 

 



V.   CONTACT/RESCUE TEAMS (CLASSROOM) 

 

A. Formations 

1.  Diamond 

2.  “V” 

3.  “T” 

 

B. Contact Team/Rescue Task Force Responsibilities 

1.  Point man (long cover) 

2.  Team leader/left flank 

3.  Assistant team leader (communications/right flank) 

4.  Rear guard (rear cover) 

 

C. Deployment of Contact/Rescue Teams 

1.  Team movements 

2.  Intentional/unintentional contact (escalation/de-escalation) 

3.       Communication Elements 

a.      Approach, body language, listening, observing, asking,  

               redirecting, defusing, resolution, etc.  

4. Hot zone, warm zone, cold zone  

 

D. Officer/Team Safety 

1.  Positioning, environment, reading suspects  

 

E. Conducting Building Searches 

1.  Utilizing formations and team movements to locate and contact  

 suspect/victims 

 

VI.   SCENE CONTROL AND CONTAINMENT (CLASSROOM) 

 

A. Use of Force 

1.  Reasonableness and department policy 

2.  Tactical communications 

 

B. Professional/Non Professional Language 

1.  Standardizing tactical language for all personnel 

 

C. Questioning of Citizens/Witnesses/Suspects 

1. Gathering crucial information quickly and accurately 

 

D. What to do if it’s a Barricaded Suspect(s) 

1. Identify difference between barricaded suspect and active shooter 

2. Contain and slow down/strategize/call in necessary resources 

 

 

 



E. Suppressive Fire 

1. Departmental policy 

2. When is it appropriate 

 

F. What to do if you locate Explosives Devices 

1. Somethings to look for and how to identify them 

 

G. SWAT Teams arrival onscene 

1. Scene containment, information needed, communication 

 

H. Multi-Jurisdictional Response 

1.  Common issues 

2.  Communication between jurisdictional entities 

 

VII.   OFFICER DOWN/VICTIM RESCUE (CLASSROOM) 

 

 A. Location of Rescue and Factors to Consider 

  1. Urban vs. rural 

  2. Inside or outside a structure 

  3.  Casualty collection point 

  4.  Cover and concealment  

 

 B. Officer Responsibility 

  1. Obtain information/resources 

  2. Extraction plan(s) 

  3.  Force protection 

 

 C. Additional Equipment 

  1. Ballistic vests 

  2. Vehicles 

  3. Weapons 

  4. Diversion devices 

 

 D. Set up of Rescue Vehicle 

  1. Additional armor 

  2. Number of personnel 

  3. Duties of personnel 

  4. Trunk vs. interior cab extraction 

 

 E. Entrance and Escape Routes 

  1. Utilizing cover/concealment 

 

 F. Will to Survive/ Helping Yourself 

  1. Mind set as the downed officer 

  2. Importance of having the “will to survive” 

 



VIII.   SAFETY BRIEFING: (TRAINING FACILITY) 

 

A.  Safety Briefing for Simunitions Scenarios 

1.  Safety Policy 

a. Students will be reminded of the safety policy that was covered 

at the beginning of the class and safety check will be conducted 

by the scenario instructors. 

b. Students will be introduced to the training facility 

i. Restrooms, exits and telephones 

2.  Issue of safety equipment and Simunitions equipment 

 

 

IX.      LIVE SCENARIOS (SIMUNITIONS FIRE): (TRAINING FACILITY) 

 

 A. Scenarios 

1.  Students will be broken into groups of four or five students 

a. Groups will participate and rotate in all scenarios listed and 

time permitting complete each scenario multiple times with 

different partners. 

 

3. Officer Down/Victim Rescue-Scenario 1 

A. Downed officer/victim will be placed at various locations 

in or outside a building with a suspect at an unknown 

location.  Officers work as a team to approach the downed 

officer/victim tactically and extract them with possible 

engagement/surrender of suspect. 

             1. Lifts, drags, carries  

  2. Casualty transport  

 

 4. Building Entries and Clearing-Scenario 2 

A. One or two suspects will be placed randomly inside a 

building.  Officers working as a team, utilizing instructed 

movements/formations and entry tactics, will enter and 

clear the building ending with the possible 

engagement/surrender of the suspect(s).  

 

5. Students who are not participating in the scenario will wait in a 

designated area that is a safe distance from the scenario and be 

monitored by an instructor. 

  

X.   COURSE CONCLUSION: 

 

A. Debrief and Wrap Up 

1.  Debrief of scenarios 

2.  Equipment check/clean up 


